
 

 

 

 
 

  

  We Gather to Worship God 
 

PRELUDE Improvisation on GROSSER GOTT — Brenda Portman Mark Cole, organ 
 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 
 

OPENING SENTENCES   Peter Leibensperger 

One: Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name. 

All:  Tell of God’s saving power from day to day. 

One: Worship the Lord in holy splendor. 

All:  Tremble before God, all the earth. 
 

MUSIC Meditation on CWM RHONDDA, “God of Grace and God of Glory” (page 7 below) 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: God does not regard us with partiality 

but, with the grace of Christ Jesus, 

deals with each of us according to our need. 

With gratitude for this amazing grace, 

let us confess our sin. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: What a debt we owe to you, O God.  

You have given us all things in Christ 

and yet we withhold from you 

the honor and glory that are yours. 

Instead, we pay tribute to empire, 

plot to entrap the innocent, 

mock your truth with empty praise, 

and put your patience to the test. 

Forgive us, O God, and by your grace 

restore in us the image of your face; 

through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Let the heavens be glad,  

and let the earth rejoice! 

Let the sea roar with laughter, 

the fields shout in celebration, 

and the forests sing with joy: 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew.  Amen! 
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SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: Holy One, true and living God, 

through the message of the gospel 

and the power of your Spirit 

make us imitators of the Lord: 

Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE I Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ: Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 

prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he 

has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in 

the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you 

for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the 

word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 

and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but 

in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the 

people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to 

God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 

the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.  
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S GREETING    
 

ANTHEM “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” — arr. Cathy Moklebust Kirk Ringers 

    

SERMON  “How It All Began” Dr. Gerdts 

 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditation on ST. DENIO, “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” (page 8 below) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE Postlude on MADRID — David Lasky Mark Cole 

 
———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
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WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever 

people gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information 

or to talk to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 

 

MUSIC NOTES FOR OCTOBER 18: 
 

Prelude – GROSSER GOTT “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name!” 

Grosser Gott, “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name!,” was set to the German versification in the Katholisches 

Gesangbuch. Variants of the tune abound. The text is based on the anonymous fourth-century Latin hymn 

“Te Deum Laudamus.” Brenda Portman is currently Resident Organist at Hyde Park Community United 

Methodist Church in Cincinnati where she provides music for worship services, accompanies the Wesley 

Choir and Cathedral Choir, and serves as Executive Director of the church’s renowned Organ Concert Series. 
 

Meditation on CWM RHONDDA, arr. Mary McDonald 

This hymn is a prayer for God’s help for the church to live in God’s power and love with generosity and 

progress toward social justice. Each stanza concludes with a two-line petition for wisdom and courage that 

was originally meant to be sung to one musical phrase. However, when it is sung to CWM RHONDDA, the final 

line of each stanza must be repeated to fit the tune. This results in a repetition of the second part of the 

petition. 
 

  Anthem – “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing,”  

We welcome the Kirk Ringers this morning as they bring us Cathy Moklebust’s arrangement of “Come, 

Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” This hymn was written by Robert Robinson (1735 – 1790), an English 

Dissenter, influential Baptist, and scholar, who made a lifelong study of the antiquity and history of 

Christian Baptism. 
 

Meditation on ST. DENIO, arr. Richard A. Williamson 

ST. DENIO is a tune of Welsh origin. It is also known as JOANNA and may have been based on a Welsh folk 

song. The tune was first published under the name PALESTRINA in a sacred song collection in 1839. The 

editors of the English Hymnal paired ST. DENIO with “Immortal, Invisible” in 1906. Though the tune begins 

on the tonic note, the first three notes outline a different chord. Despite this, it is fairly easy for congregations 

to sing. 
 

Postlude – Postlude on MADRID — David Lasky 

MADRID’S author, Christian H. Bateman, was born at Wyke, near Halifax in 1813, and died at Carlisle, 

1889. Bateman studied in the Moravian Church and, exercising his ministry there for a time, he became, in 

1843, minister of Richmond Place Congregational Church, Edinburgh. After 1846, he was successively 

Congregational minister at Hopton, in Yorkshire, and Beading, in Berkshire. On taking Holy Orders in the 

Church of England he became curate of St. Luke’s Jersey, (1869-71), and Chaplain to the Forces; 1871-75, 

Vicar of All Saints, Childshill, Middlesex; 1877-84, curate of St. John’s, Penymynydd, Hawarden. His 

hymns appeared mainly in The Sacred Song Book, first published in 1843. David Lasky (b. 1957) is the 

organist and Director of Music at St. Cecilia’s Church in Leominster, Massachusetts, and resides in 

Hartland, Vermont. Lasky is an active composer and arranger of sacred organ and choral music. To date, 

more than thirty-five collections of organ music are in print, as well as many other individual works.  

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION continue in the church driveway each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings. Greet properly masked and socially distanced pastors and elders when you 

pull through to the office-side door. (For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 

 

YOUTH GROUP IS BACK TONIGHT! – Meet up with old friends and new for games and a snack outside 

the church under the tent next to the playground, Sunday, October 18, 5 – 6 p.m. Masks are required and there 

will be a temperature check. Open to all 6th through 12th graders. Contact Gab Heimerling with questions. 

 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
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MATTHEW 25 CONVERSATION CONTINUES – We start Sunday morning discussions this week as a 

follow up to last week’s launch of the dismantling racism initiative. From 9-9:45 a.m. each Sunday, you can 

join via Zoom using this link. We will begin with week 1 of the PCUSA’s Facing Racism Study Guide – it’s 

short and sweet and grounds the discussions biblically. New resource links will be provided each week in the 

weekly email and on the “Adult Education” page of the website. In the slides from Monday’s workshop find 

additional links to websites for you to explore at your leisure. Hope you can join us!  

 

2020 STEWARDSHIP SEASON “RUN WITH PERSEVERANCE” — Today marks the opening of 

Stewardship Season at FPC Haddonfield. The theme for the campaign, “Run With Perseverance” is inspired 

by the faithful dedication of our members in delivering on the mission of the church through one of the most 

challenging periods of our lifetime. Part of the way we display that dedication is through the sharing of our 

financial gifts. In the coming weeks, you will be connected to recent happenings in our church and hear 

firsthand from our members as to what the church personally means to them. Be sure to stream the Sunday 

service and click into the Thursday email for more information. We look forward to delivering you the 

information you need to prayerfully consider your pledge. 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS NEXT WEEK – October 25, 2020 @ 1 pm. Bring your furry, prickly, 

scaly, feathered family members to a special Zoom event that will acknowledge the great blessing of pets. 

Sunday, October 25 after worship. Zoom Link.  

 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS - First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield will be hosting fall New Member's 

classes via Zoom on Sunday, November 8th, and Sunday, November 15th. Start time for both meetings is 

1:00 and they will last for approximately one hour. If you are interested in joining, or simply learning more 

about membership, this time is for you. We will have the opportunity to make new friends, share more 

about First Presby’s mission in the church and the world, and learn more about what makes Presbyterians 

unique. Please contact Pastor Nikki to RSVP, for more information, or with any questions. Zoom link. 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY: NEW TIME, CONTENT, AND MEETING SCHEDULE! 

The Thursday evening Bible study has concluded its study of the Gospel of Mark, and will begin studying 

Revelation starting Thursday, November 5th at 6:30. The primary book Pastor Nikki will be basing the study 

on is Craig Keoster's, Revelation and the End of All Things. For two weeks prior, she will be offering two, 

stand-alone workshops with time for discussion. Here is the meeting schedule (all start times 6:30): 

• 10/22 – Friedman’s Fables, “The Bridge” * 

• 10/29 – “Speaking the Truth in Love: Passive, Aggressive, and Assertive Behavior” ** 

• 11/5 – Intro to Revelation 

*A collection of fables written by Jewish Rabbi and psychotherapist Edwin Friedman, designed to provoke 

discussion. 

**A primer on communication skills and aligning with best practices (Stephen Ministry material) 

 

FAMILY PANDEMIC BOOK STUDY MEETS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21 at 8:00 p.m. to 

continue discussing Brené Brown’s The Gifts of Imperfection. If you would like to attend, please e-mail Gab 

Heimerling who will provide the zoom link. Study materials are available at www.haddonfieldpres.org on 

the Adult Education tab. 

 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY FALL MEETS NEXT ON OCTOBER 21 – The Porch Study will meet 

October 21 and November 11 to study Max Lucado’s Advent series. Please join us for study, fellowship and 

prayer. You don't need to attend each session and there is no work you are required to do before meeting. If 

you would like to participate, please email Rebecca in the church office or Deb Nussbaum at 

debranussbaum1987@gmail.com and Kristin Carberry will add your address to our Zoom mailing list.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88653970401?pwd=dkRaemJlLzN1bjF5b3ZIOHZKbkNKUT09
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/facing-racism-study-guide%20-%20week%201.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17jq4rMrUwu1prV0mEqKpnEFEsnkXmzUSPlU8ll0QYow/edit?usp=sharing
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89696125815?pwd=d3JvWmoraUtjaTJPTnJ5ekZoZ3FZdz09
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997789692?pwd=S0ZjQ1VyWEp2NWhYbkF5Yjl2azhtUT09
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
mailto:debranussbaum1987@gmail.com
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JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an 

informal conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The 

format is simple: Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, 

responses, and general wonderings about the text. The text for Tuesday, October 20 is Leviticus 19:1-2, 

15-18. Here’s the Zoom link.  

 

TIME TO TALK TURKEY: 

Question # 1 Is there going to be a Turkey collection this year?  Answer: 

Yes! we will be collecting turkeys this year! Cash donations will also be 

accepted online – a special tab will be set up exclusively for this! We are 

still working out details regarding dropping off birds early and times to drop 

off on Sunday, November 22. 

Question # 2 Where do you take those birds?  Answer: Your Food Shelf in 

Camden 

Question # 3 Where? What is that? Answer: Since 1980, Your Food Shelf 

has been helping residents of Camden and the surrounding area avoid 

hunger. Each year, Your Food Shelf provides emergency food, clothing & 

household items to 1,500 seniors, families and children in need. Each food 

bag distributed provides a typical family of four with three meals a day for three days. In the summer months, 

our Farmer’s Market offers free, fresh produce to the seniors and families we serve to ensure they have access 

to healthy foods.  

Question #4 Feeling pandemic fatigue and want to know how to feel better?  Answer: Donate a turkey.  

Studies have shown helping others make you feel better. 

Question # 5 What do these numbers mean: 2002 06 6074 1882 24? Answers: The Dark family took over the 

turkey collection in 2002 when Drew was just 6 years old, and some of those birds where as big as him. Since 

then we have collected over $6074 in cash and 1882 birds. Drew is now 24 years old. 

 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS – Schedule your conversation with Nikki and Doug now for Tuesdays 

from 9 to 11 through November 17. They will meet (in jackets and gloves if necessary) outside the church, 

under a canopy, for a spot of conversation and perhaps prayer. Please make a reservation! To book your 30-

minute time slot, contact Rebecca at the church number (856) 429-1960 or by email 

rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org.  

 

RESOURCES FOR STAYING CONNECTED – Instruction guide for dialing into Sunday worship 

services; Options for maintaining ties. 

 

NEED AN EASY WAY TO SIGN YOU OR A FRIEND UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAIL? You can 

now find the Mailchimp sign-up form on the Contact Us tab on the website: www.haddonfieldpres.org.  

 

ST WILFRID’S – The needs for the grocery bags continue to be peanut butter, tuna, canned fruits and 

vegetables, pasta, sauce, and adult or kids’ diapers.... or gift cards for Aldi's or Shoprite. These items may 

be dropped off at the drive-through after church on Sundays or during the week in the bin behind Grace 

Episcopal Church. There are 8 people from FPC now making PBnJ sandwiches weekly, which are a treat 

for all our clients—the joy on their faces shows us how much God’s love is at work through all those who 

donate food and sandwiches. If you are available to help with pick up of donations from the Food Bank on 

Thursday mornings or to help with yardwork or construction projects, check out the website: 

opendoorcliniccamden.org and see what areas need help. If you have any questions, please call Jill 

Mascena at 856-428-7342. St Wilfrid’s clients’ children have Christmas wish lists at Gift Registry link: 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2Q97425NYU99S?ref_=wl_share. If you have questions, 

please check with Rose Guthrie at Intrepidrose@hotmail.com. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/CALL%20IN%20AND%20WORSHIP-1.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/How%20to%20Stay%20Connected%20with%20the%20Church.pdf
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
http://opendoorcliniccamden.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2Q97425NYU99S?ref_=wl_share
mailto:Intrepidrose@hotmail.com
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ST WILFRID’S MATCHING GRANT! During the first three weeks of October, one of our sponsors has 

offered to triple donations up to $1,000.00. Donations will help St. Wilfrid’s and the all-volunteer Open 

Door Clinic pay for heat, materials to install a new side door, new shelving, new tables, and recent COVID 

expenses. Any donation, no matter how small is important and triples. Checks can be mailed to: First 

Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield, 20 Kings Highway East, Haddonfield, NJ 08033. Please mark the 

Memo section: St Wilfrid’s Clinic Grant Program. Digital or credit card donations will be accepted at 

www.gracehaddonfield.org “Giving at Grace” at the top of the page. Please go to the line item Outreach-St. 

Wilfrid’s. Thanks from the all-volunteer crew, nobody gets paid at the Open Door Clinic at St. Wilfrid’s. 

 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRITURE PASSAGE: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You 

shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be 

partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as 

a slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the Lord. You 

shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt 

yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.  

 
 

 
 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/Kings+Highway+East+20+Kings+Highway+East+%0D%0A+Haddonfield,+NJ+08033+Haddonfield,+NJ+08033?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Kings+Highway+East+20+Kings+Highway+East+%0D%0A+Haddonfield,+NJ+08033+Haddonfield,+NJ+08033?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.gracehaddonfield.org/
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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